
 
 
 

FIRST RIVER FARMS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
 

Updates approved by the FRF HOA Board of Directors 
as of November 20,2021 

 
 
 
The FRF Rules Committee is in the process of reviewing, revising and reorganizing the HOA 
Rules and Regulations document issued in 2016.  This document contains the working outline of 
the reorganized document along with all new/revised sections that have been finalized and 
approved by the Board of Directors to-date. 
 
As updates and additions are proposed, they will be circulated to homeowners for feedback prior 
to finalization.  Upon approval by the HOA Board, updated and new sections will be added to 
this document and posted to the community website. 
 
Until the entire revised document is available, please refer to and/or print the two latest 
documents on firstriverfarms.com: 
 

• First River Farms Rules and Regulations (6/20/2016) annotated 
• First River Farms Rules and Regulations – approved updates (this document) 

 
These two documents shall constitute a complete of current rules. 
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Section 5.1.1 on Contact Details for Homeowners and Tenants, as of November 20, 2021, 
supercedes the NOTE TO ABSENTEE OWNERS AND LANDLORDS on page 3 of First 
River Farms Rules and Regulations as of June 20, 2016. 
 
 
5.1.1  Contact Details for Homeowners and Tenants 
 
All homeowners are required to provide the First River Farms management company with 
current, valid contact information to keep on file to ensure ready communication regarding 
emergencies, community activities and other community issues. 
 
Contact details must include: 
 

• Name(s) 
• Street address 
• Mailing address, if different from street address 
• Telephone number 
• Email address 

 
Non-resident homeowners must also provide the same contact details for any and all tenants, as 
well as any property managers they hire. 
 
Any change(s) to contact information for homeowners, tenants or property managers must be 
forwarded to the Association’s management company within seven (7) days of the change(s).  
(Email addresses for the First River Farms HOA and the management company can be found on 
the community website at firstriverfarms.com.) 
 
Failure to provide and maintain current contact information will be processed as any other 
violation of community rules, and may result in fines being incurred. 
 
(Please note that this contact information will be used to provide a welcome letter to new 
residents from the Board of Directors.  The welcome letter will include instructions for accessing 
the First River Farms Rules and Regulations on the community website, as well as other helpful 
information.) 
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Section 5.3.4 on Exterior Decorations, Flags and Signage, as of January 18, 2021, 
supersedes and adds to Sections 5-23 and 5-27 of First River Farms Rules and Regulations 
as of June 20, 2016. 
 
 
5.3.4 Exterior Decorations, Flags and Signage 
 
Decorating of home exteriors, including displaying of flags and seasonal or holiday decorations, 
is encouraged. 
 

• Seasonal decorations may reflect one of the four seasons – Spring (March-May), 
Summer (June-August), Autumn (September-November) and Winter (December-
February). 

 
• Holiday decorations may reflect a specific day set aside by law or custom – including 

(but not limited to) Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, 
Easter, 4th of July, Halloween and Thanksgiving. 

 
5.3.4.1 General: 
 

a. The display of seasonal, holiday or other decorative lighting and/or decorations does not 
require prior approval of the HOA Board of Directors as long as such display conforms to 
the following rules. 

 
b. A door wreath and one small decorative yard flag are allowed for each home. 

 
c. Garden statuary (including bird baths) in the front yard is limited to two items.  Statuary 

must be of a reasonable size, color and weight to compliment the home and the 
neighborhood. 

 
d. A maximum of four non-holiday decorative items are allowed for each house.  This may 

include any combination of small garden flags, free standing statuary and/or pots.  In 
addition, each house may display up to two symbolic flags as outlined in Section 5.3.4.4. 

 
e. All decorative lighting and decorations must be tasteful (to any reasonable person) and 

appropriate for all ages. 
 

f. Decorative items must be confined to the resident’s property and not overflow onto a 
neighbor’s or common property. 

 
g. Decorative lighting or decorations that have begun to fade, become tattered or torn, or 

show other signs of wear are not allowed. 
 

h. When removing decorative lighting and decorations, all nails, hooks and other fasteners 
added to the structure of the home for display purposes must also be removed. 

 
i. Decorative items permanently attached to the home are not considered external 

decorations and are not allowed. 
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j. If there is a complaint or dispute regarding any signage or exterior decoration, the HOA 
Board of Directors will determine any appropriate corrective action. Until the Board has 
made its decision, the homeowner/resident may continue to display the decoration, unless 
there is an immediate safety concern or it is considered to be inappropriate by any 
reasonable person. 

 
5.3.4.2 Seasonal Lighting and Decorations:  Seasonal lighting and decorations may be displayed 
for a maximum period of 3 months.  They may be added to the home and/or yard no earlier than 
one week prior to the start of the season and must be removed no later than one week after the 
season ends. 
 
5.3.4.3 Holiday Lighting and Decorations: 
 

a. For Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanza, decorative lighting and decorations may be 
displayed for a maximum period of 9 weeks.  They may be added to the home and/or 
yard no earlier than 6 weeks before the holiday and must be removed no later than 3 
weeks after the holiday. 

 
b. For all other holidays, decorative lighting and decorations may be displayed for a 

maximum period of 6 weeks.  They may be added to the home and/or yard no earlier than 
one month before the holiday and must be removed no later than 2 weeks after the 
holiday. 

 
c. Holiday lighting and decorations on display for one holiday cannot overlap with lighting 

and decorations for another holiday. 
 

d. All holiday inflatable decorations must be size-appropriate for the yard, and may not 
encroach on sidewalks and neighboring properties at any time. 

 
5.3.4.4 Symbolic Flags: 
 

a. Each home may display no more than two of the following symbolic flags: 
• an official national flag (U.S. or other country), 
• an official state or territorial flag, 
• a U.S. military flag, 
• a POW/MIA flag, or 
• a school or team flag. 

 
b. Displayed flags may be no larger than 3 feet by 5 feet. 

 
c. Flags must be in good repair and properly displayed.  For example, according to U.S. flag 

etiquette, the U.S. flag may be displayed from sunrise to sunset, or if the flag is displayed 
24 hours a day, it should be properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. 

 
d. Each flag must be flown from a pole anchored on the home by the front door (or another 

location on the same level as the front door).  Flagpole brackets should not be anchored 
in the home’s trim.  Exceptions to this location rule (for example, hanging flags on decks) 
must be approved by the HOA Board of Directors. 
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e. Flagpoles in yards are not allowed. 
 
5.3.4.5 Signage: 
 

a. No sign of any kind shall be displayed to public view on any building, through any 
window or door, in any yard, or otherwise, on any lot with the following exceptions. 

 
1. Only one sign may be displayed on an individual property to advertise the property 

for sale or rent.  It may be displayed through a window or on a professional sign 
placed in a secure manner on the property’s yard.  Handwritten signs are not allowed. 

 
2. Directional signs are allowed for the duration of an open house event for a home that 

is for sale.  (This does not apply to rentals.)  The directional signs may be displayed 
only on the morning of the open house and must be immediately removed when the 
open house function is finished for the day. 

 
3. One home security sign may be displayed on each side of the home. 

 
4. A small decal may be placed on the window of a front storm door or sidelight, or a 

front first floor window, to notify emergency responders that individuals with special 
needs and/or pets are in the home. 

 
5. When required by Fairfax County for a home improvement project, a copy of the 

building permit must be displayed in a window for the duration of the project.  (Refer 
to Section 5.2.11 on Renovations.) 

 
6. One temporary sign to announce a party or other event (for example, a child’s birth) 

may be displayed on an individual property for one day only. 
 

7. One support sign may be displayed on an individual property for the duration of a 
school fund raiser. 

 
8. In accordance with the HOA by-laws, signs supporting a political candidate are 

allowed only for the political pre-election time period (2 months prior to election day) 
and must be promptly removed within two days after the election is over.  Signs 
supporting a political candidate must be on the resident’s property, and may not be 
placed on common property. 

 
9. No illuminated signs are allowed. 

 
b. Only the HOA Board of Directors may place signs on common property.  The Board of 

Directors may post signs on common areas for informational purposes.  Homeowners 
and/or their real estate agents may not place signs of any type on common property, 
unless authorized under the provision of Section 5.3.4.5.a.2.  Any other signage on any 
common area will be removed. 

 
c. The HOA Board of Directors must approve any temporary signs not described in this 

section. 
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Section 5.4 on Vehicles, Parking and Towing, as of January 18, 2021, supersedes Sections 
5-4, 5-5, 5-6 and 5-7 of First River Farms Rules and Regulations as of June 20, 2016. 
 
 
5.4 VEHICLES 
 
For the purposes of these regulations, approved homeowner/resident vehicles are licensed 
personal automobiles, small pickup trucks and motorcycles.  Homeowners are responsible for the 
vehicles of their tenants and guests, and are responsible for notifying their tenants and guests to 
comply with these rules. 
 
5.4.1 Vehicle Types 
 
5.4.1.1 Personal vehicles:  Homeowners’/residents’ licensed personal automobiles, small trucks 
(1/2 ton or less) and motorcycles may be parked on HOA property according to the parking rules 
outlined in Section 5.4.3.  All such vehicles must display valid license tags and inspection 
stickers.  They must be maintained in proper operating condition and not be a nuisance by virtue 
of noise, emissions, or appearance. 
 
5.4.1.2 Work/commercial vehicles:  Work vehicles (cars, small trucks, vans, taxis, etc.) driven by 
residents that have logos or labels, advertising, and/or equipment attached to the roof or rear 
must be covered when parked for more than 12 hours on HOA property.  (See Section 5.4.2.7)  
For longer periods, such vehicles may be parked on Tis Well Road or Holland Road. 
 
5.4.1.3 Recreational and other large vehicles:  Trailers, buses, boats, motor homes, campers, 
commercial vehicles, and trucks over 1/2 ton in weight are prohibited from long-term parking on 
HOA property.    Such vehicles may be temporarily parked in residents’ spaces for periods of not 
more than 12 hours when actively loading, unloading, or preparing for use. 
 
5.4.1.4 Unlicensed recreational vehicles:  The use of any gasoline or electric-powered vehicle 
used for the conveyance of a person but does not require a driver's license to operate is 
prohibited in the community.  Such vehicles include mopeds, mini-bikes, mini-motorcycles, 3- 
and 4-wheel all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes, stand-up motorized scooters, and motorized 
skateboards. 
 
5.4.1.5 Motorized toy vehicles:  Children’s electric toys, such as battery-powered mini-jeeps or 
similar items, are allowed in the community, but should not be driven in the street nor driven 
without adult supervision. 
 
5.4.1.6 Mobility vehicles:  Electric wheel chairs and mobility scooters required for medical 
purposes are allowed and not restricted from operation in the community. 
 
5.4.2 Vehicular Activities 
 
5.4.2.1 Speed limit:  The maximum speed limit within the community is 15 MPH.  Drivers 
should be mindful that curves in the roads, shrubbery, and parked cars make it difficult to see 
children at play and others who might dart into the street suddenly.  
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5.4.2.2 Off-road activities:  No motorized vehicle shall be parked on, driven across or onto 
lawns, sidewalks, or walkways.  Any homeowner/resident doing so, or allowing someone else to 
do so, will be responsible for the cost of repairing any damage done.  In addition, any 
homeowner/resident found to be responsible for repeated violations will incur an immediate $50 
fine per violation, and the offending vehicle(s) may be towed from the property. 
 
5.4.2.3 Dangerous driving:  Circuit riding of noisy vehicles, racing of any vehicles, and other 
forms of dangerous driving on HOA common areas and roadways are unlawful and will be 
reported to the Fairfax County Police. 
 
5.4.2.4 General maintenance:  Washing and minor repairs of personal vehicles are allowed in 
residents’ assigned parking spaces only.  Use of visitor spaces for such activities is prohibited.  
All vehicle maintenance must be completed within 24 hours.  (Since the First River Farms 
community drains directly into the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay, please use 
environmentally friendly soaps and detergents when washing vehicles.) 
 
5.4.2.5 Major repairs:  Due to possible damage to roads, neighbors' property, and the 
environment, as well as the liability consequences for all should an accident occur, major vehicle 
repairs and maintenance are strictly prohibited anywhere in the community.  This prohibition 
includes bodywork, painting and any other activity that requires the use of ramps or that causes a 
disruption of street access (such as extending into the street or other parking spaces) or a safety 
hazard. 
 
5.4.2.6 Vehicle storage:  Storing of vehicles on HOA property is not permitted.  Any vehicle that 
is without valid tags and inspection stickers, or is in an obvious state of disrepair and not 
roadworthy will be considered stored.  The homeowner/resident will be notified in writing of the 
violation and provided a timeframe (usually 10 calendar days) in which to remedy any issue with 
the vehicle.  If the vehicle remains in violation after the stated deadline, the Board may use its 
discretion to have it towed from the community at the owner’s expense. 
 
5.4.2.7 Vehicle covers:  A vehicle may be covered so long as the cover adheres to the following 
conditions. 
 

� The cover is designed for the specific vehicle and is in good shape (not torn, ripped, or 
dirty).  No tarps, blankets, or other covers not specifically designed as a vehicle cover 
may be used as a car cover. 

 
� The cover must be neutral in color, normally grey.  No covers will be allowed that disrupt 

neighborhood aesthetics. 
 

� When in use, the cover must be secured so it cannot blow off. 
 

� When not in use, the cover must be stored out of sight (i.e. in the trunk of the car, or in 
the owner’s back yard or house). 

 
5.4.2.8 Vehicle damage liability:  The Association is not responsible for damage done to any 
vehicle parked in the community, and/or damage caused by the operation of any vehicle in the 
community.  This includes, but is not limited to damage caused by residents and community 
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guests; commercial vehicles; trespassers or vandals; and/or vehicles conducting HOA business, 
including lighting or street repairs, snow plowing, mowing, or landscaping. 
 

� The responsibility for such damage belongs to the individuals and/or companies causing 
the damage. 

 
� Homeowners/residents are responsible for any damage done by their families, guests, 

contractors and/or other service providers. 
 
5.4.2.9 Vehicle access to Fairfax County parkland:  No motorized vehicles may be driven or 
parked on the county-owned path behind Clifton Farm and Carter Farm Courts without the 
express permission of Fairfax County.  To request access, residents must contact the Fairfax 
County Park Authority at 703-765-6020.  If the request is deemed appropriate, the FCPA will 
establish a meeting date and time to open the chain for access. 
 
5.4.3 Parking 
 
Parking rules pertain to the streets maintained by First River Farms HOA – Clifton Farm Court, 
Carter Farm Court, Cedar Landing Court, and La Faye Court.  Tis Well Drive and Holland Road 
are owned and maintained by Fairfax County, and as such are subject to the laws of the State of 
Virginia and ordinances of Fairfax County that govern use of those streets. 
 

� All parking spaces in the community are the property of the HOA in common.  They are 
not the property of individual homeowners.  

 
� Two parking spaces have been assigned to each home by the HOA.  For security reasons, 

parking spaces are identified by lot number rather than by street address. 
 

� A limited number of parking spaces are designated throughout the community for use by 
visitors only.  Visitor spaces are not reserved for use by any particular resident, section, 
street or guest.  (For example, a guest of a resident on Cedar Landing may use a visitor 
space on Carter Farm.)  These spaces are intended for short-term use only. 

 
5.4.3.1 General parking procedures 
 

a. No vehicle shall be parked at any place in the community except in provided parking 
spaces.  No parking is permitted on any sidewalks or grassy areas (common or private), 
or in any designated fire lane marked by signs and/or yellow-painted curbs. 

 
b. Parking spaces are not to be used for purposes other than to park approved vehicles 

(Section 5.4.1) or as noted below (Section 5.4.3.3). 
 

c. No vehicle shall occupy more than one parking space, nor shall it overhang the curb so as 
to narrow the sidewalk. 

 
d. A single parking space may be occupied by only one vehicle at a time, except when 

motorcycles are involved.  Two motorcycles may be parked in one space; or a motorcycle 
may be parked parallel to the sidewalk in the front of a space without interfering with 
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passage on the sidewalk, and a car or truck may be pulled into the same space as long as 
it does not protrude into the street in such a way to interfere with passing vehicles. 

 
e. Parking in the street behind other properly parked cars, except for momentary loading 

and unloading, is prohibited. 
 
5.4.3.2 Visitor parking 
 

a. Residents may not park in visitor spaces.  Any resident’s vehicle(s) that cannot be parked 
in the assigned spaces must be parked on Tis Well Drive or Holland Road.  Residents’ 
vehicles parked in visitor spaces are subject to towing at the owner’s expense.  (The only 
exception to this prohibition is during business hours when contractors or other service 
providers must park in the resident’s space.) 

 
b. Visitors staying at a residence in the community for longer than 3 days must park in the 

resident’s assigned space or on Tis Well Drive or Holland Road. 
 

c. College students home during breaks are not considered visitors.  If their vehicle(s) 
cannot be parked in the assigned spaces, they must park on one of the public streets. 

 
5.4.3.3 Temporary use of parking spaces:  During major construction or renovation of a home, 
the resident’s assigned parking spaces may be used for temporary storage of building materials, a 
dumpster and/or other heavy equipment only with prior approval from the HOA.  To request 
permission, homeowners must contact the management company well in advance.  The request 
should include items to be stored, expected date of delivery and expected date of project 
completion.  The Board of Directors reserves the right to deny such a request depending on items 
to be stored and/or duration. 
 
5.4.3.4 Trading of assigned parking spaces:  Informal trading of assigned parking spaces among 
current residents is allowed; however, such arrangements will not be formally recognized by the 
HOA.  Homeowners will remain responsible for all vehicles parked in their assigned spaces. 
 

� Trading of spaces must be renegotiated with new residents.  It cannot be assumed that 
new residents will agree to previously negotiated trades. 

 
� Residents are not allowed to renumber any parking spaces under these or any other 

circumstances. 
 
5.4.3.5 Use of spaces assigned to temporarily unoccupied homes:  Parking in spaces assigned to 
a home that is temporarily unoccupied is prohibited without consent of the absent 
homeowner/resident.  For extended absences, including during turnover of occupancy, consent 
must be in writing and on file with the management company.  For short-term absences such as 
vacations, verbal consent is sufficient. 
 
5.4.3.6 Revocation of parking privileges:  Homeowners/residents found to be in serious or 
chronic violation of any of the HOA rules and regulations may have their parking assignments 
revoked for a period of time to be determined by the Board.  In this event, they will be required 
to park on Tis Well Drive or Holland Road.  If found in violation of this suspension, vehicles 
may be towed at the owner’s expense without advanced notice. 
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5.4.4 Towing 
 
Vehicles in violation of the vehicle storage and parking rules defined in Sections 5.4.2.6 and 
5.4.3 are subject to towing at the vehicle owner’s expense. 
 
5.4.4.1 Homeowners/residents are authorized to request towing of vehicles wrongfully parked in 
spaces assigned to them.  There shall be no liability for removing the offending car.  Towing 
must be done by the HOA-contracted towing company.  To request towing: 
 

� Contact Dominion Towing at 703-339-2400. 
� Provide your name, telephone number and address. 
� Provide exact location (street name and space number), make/model and color of car, and 

license tag state and number of the vehicle to be towed. 
� Dominion Towing does not mandate the caller be present before, during or after they are 

on site.  
 
5.4.4.2 The Association is authorized to request towing of vehicles in violation of the parking 
rules in any area in First River Farms.  Residents who identify violations not involving their own 
assigned spaces should notify the management company (703-631-2003) for follow-up action. 
 
5.4.4.3 The Fairfax County Police Department has been authorized by the HOA and may, at its 
discretion, ticket or tow cars in violation of these rules or other laws or ordinances.  Residents 
may report cars parked illegally in fire lanes by calling the FCPD central dispatch non-
emergency number (703-691-2131). 
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Section 5.5.1 on Trash and Recycling, as of November 1, 2019, supersedes Section 5-2 of 
First River Farms Rules and Regulations as of June 20, 2016. 
 
 
5.5 COMMUNITY & COMMON AREAS 
 
5.5.1 Trash and Recycling 
 
Fairfax County provides curbside pickup of trash, recycling and yard waste every Monday 
morning, including all holidays except Christmas Day. 
 

� The county provides each house with two bins – a gray one for household trash, and a 
blue one for recyclables.  To request new bins, contact Fairfax County Waste 
Management at 703-802-3322. 

 
� Guidelines for residential waste disposal can be found on the Fairfax County Waste 

Management website – fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-and-trash. 
 
Due to the layout of the neighborhood and the difficulty of hauling bins from backyards, items 
for curbside pickup are often placed in front of neighbors’ homes.  Residents should be mindful 
of any inconvenience their waste disposal creates for others.  These rules were established to 
minimize any such inconvenience. 
 
Failure to adhere to these rules for putting out trash, recycling, yard waste and other items 
for collection will result in violations being issued and fines being assessed by the HOA. 
 
5.5.1.1 Timing: 
 

a. Trash, recycling and yard waste may be placed curbside no earlier than Sunday evening – 
6:00 p.m. or later March-October, 4:00 p.m. or later November-February – for pickup the 
next morning when collection starts as early as 7:00 a.m.   

 
b. Empty cans and bins must be returned to residents’ backyards before Tuesday. 

 
c. Residents who are unable to meet these time constraints for any reason should ask a 

neighbor for assistance.  Work or travel obligations are not acceptable excuses for putting 
items out earlier or taking bins in later than specified. 

 
5.5.1.2 General: 
 

a. All trash and recyclables should be placed in the county-provided bins or in sturdy lidded 
containers owned by individual residents. 

 
b. All trash and recycling containers must be permanently labeled with residents’ house 

numbers using markers, paint stencils, or stickers. 
 

c. Residents should not place trash or recyclables in their neighbors’ bins without asking 
permission.  Such action could inconvenience neighbors who might have need to add last 
minute waste only to find no room in their own bins. 
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d. If a resident chooses to use plastic bags in lieu of lidded containers, those bags must be 

heavy duty and tightly closed in order to minimize the possibility of being torn open by 
wildlife or storms and garbage being strewn throughout the neighborhood.  If the bags are 
torn open, the resident is responsible for cleanup and subject to fine if not done promptly. 

 
e. Residents are not permitted to discard bags of excrement from walking pets or other 

debris in containers that remain in the front of homes after trash collection.  Such refuse 
should be placed in residents’ own containers. 

 
f. Dumping yard waste, trash, and pet excrement in the common areas or in the surrounding 

parkland is illegal.  Violators will be reported to Fairfax County and may be fined. 
 
5.5.1.3 Trash:  Household trash should be placed in bags before placing in a trash bin. 
 
5.5.1.4 Recyclables: 
 

a. Items for recycling should be placed loosely in the county-provided bins.  Bundling 
recyclables in plastic bags makes them harder to process. 

 
b. Cardboard boxes that do not fit in the recycling bin should be flattened.  Failure to do so 

may result in the boxes not being collected. 
 

c. Please note that any glass placed in curbside recycling bins, while accepted, will be 
sorted out and disposed of in landfills.  Residents wishing their glass to be crushed and 
reused may take it to the nearest purple glass-only drop-off container located behind the 
Mount Vernon Government Center at 2511 Parkers Lane. 

 
5.5.1.5 Yard waste:  Unsecured yard waste will not be collected during a regular pickup. 
 

a. Grass, leaves and brush should be placed curbside in closed plastic or paper bags separate 
from other waste.   

 
b. Branches no larger than 6 inches in diameter may be tied in bundles no longer than 4 feet 

in length and no heavier than 50 pounds. 
 
5.5.1.6 Special collections: 
 

a. A special pickup is required for bulk items such as televisions, computers, other 
electronics, furniture, large appliances and unsecured yard waste.  Limitations on types 
and quantities of such materials eligible for special collection may be found on the 
Fairfax County Waste Management website (fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-
trash/county-collection-customers/special-pick-up).  Residents should read and are 
responsible for following all rules pertaining to special collections as found on that site. 

 
b. Special pickups are made on Mondays - the same day as regular trash collection.  

Residents must schedule special pickups by 2:30 p.m. Sunday for pickup the next day.  
This can be done on-line at specialpickup.fairfaxcounty.gov (or by calling 703-802-3322 
before 4:30 p.m. on the previous Friday). 
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c. Items for special pickup should not be placed at curbside until the evening before the 

pickup is scheduled.  (See Section 5.5.1.1.a.)  Be advised that any objects placed under 
tree branches or too close to cars, or otherwise without sufficient clearance, will not be 
removed. 

 
5.5.1.7 Missed or partial collections:  If trash, recycle, waste or special items are not collected 
for any reason, residents must remove the items within 24 hours after the pickup would have 
taken place.  Residents may not leave items at curbside for the following week’s pickup. 
 
5.5.1.8 Free giveaways:  Residents may not leave any items marked for “free giveaway” 
anywhere in First River Farms, including on Tis Well Drive or Holland Road, except when put 
out for special pickup on Sunday evening.  (See Section 5.5.1.6.)  Residents disposing of 
furniture or other items that might be of use to others may want to announce these items on 
social media with a specific address and time that prospective takers can pick them up from the 
home or backyard.  
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Section 5.5.2 on Snow Removal, as of November 1, 2019, is an addendum to First River 
Farms Rules and Regulations as of June 20, 2016. 
 
 
5.5.2 Snow Removal 
 
5.5.2.1 County-owned streets:  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is 
responsible for snow removal from Tis Well Drive and Holland Road. 
 
5.5.2.2 Common streets and sidewalks:  The HOA contracts for clearing snow from Clifton 
Farm, Carter Farm, Cedar Landing and La Faye Courts, and all common sidewalks throughout 
the community. 
 

� Contracted snow removal is initiated when snow accumulation reaches 2 inches.  If snow 
is not removed from common streets and sidewalks within 12 hours, residents should 
notify the management company.  

 
� In order to avoid damage to parked vehicles, the contractor will plow only the middle of 

the street leaving several feet of snow as a buffer.  Residents will need to clear that snow. 
 
5.5.2.3 Private walkways and assigned parking spaces:  Residents are responsible for clearing 
the walkways, steps and porches from the common sidewalk to their front doors.  They are also 
responsible for clearing their assigned parking spaces, including the areas between and behind 
parked vehicles.  Residents are encouraged to check with any neighbors who may need 
assistance with these tasks. 
 

a. Residents should clear the snow from their walkways, steps and porches as soon as 
possible, as they are liable for all damages incurred by anyone who injures him/herself on 
private property. 

 
b. When clearing private walkways and parking spaces, residents must ensure that snow is 

not deposited on common streets or sidewalks, or on neighbors’ walkways or parking 
spaces even if those parking spaces are vacant.  Shoveled snow should be deposited only 
on the residents’ own lawn or on common grassy areas, and should not block access to 
fire hydrants or mailboxes. 

 
c. Residents may elect to use one of their assigned spaces for snow shoveled from their own 

walkways, vehicles and/or other space.  No one but the resident to which the space is 
assigned can use it for shoveled snow without express permission from the resident. 

 
5.5.2.5 Visitor parking spaces:  Snow removed from walkways and assigned parking spaces may 
not be shoveled into any designated visitor parking spaces.  Despite inclement weather, 
contractors and other service providers, as well as family and friends, still need access to these 
spaces. 
 
5.5.2.6 Fire hydrants and mailboxes:  Fire hydrants and mailboxes are not cleared as part of the 
HOA’s snow removal contract.  In order to provide safety for the entire community, residents are 
encouraged to clear paths to these areas when they are shoveling their own walks and parking 
spaces. 


